Wednesday Communion
Please note: There will be no 9.30 a.m Holy Communion service
on Wednesday 27th December.
Planned Giving Envelopes

We have recycled some old envelopes to save money (and the
planet!) Please pick one up from the back of church and let Grace
or Hilary know your new number.

Christmas Pillar Box
The Pillar Box will be out throughout Advent for donations towards
the work of Manorlands and Martin House.

Confirmation

There will be a confirmation service at St. John’s on January 14th.
If you would like to be confirmed, or know of someone else who
would, please see Daniel or Philippa

Focus Group Update
There is a summary of what was discussed at the last Focus Group
and a question sheet to consider for the next one on the board at the
back of church. Dates for your diary - 21st January (note change
of date); 25th February 10.00 a.m. start; 11.15 a.m. finish - Holy
Communion at 9.30 a.m.

Pilgrimage

There is a pilgrimage from Ripon Cathedral to Fountains Abbey on

Boxing day from 10.15 a.m. following a Eucharist in the cathedral at
9.30 a.m.
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Children in Church
Children are most welcome to our services.
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Refreshments.
Please join us for refreshments in the hall after the service.
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Collect of the Day (Christmas Day)

Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take
our nature upon him and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.

Isaiah 9.2-7

? The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined.
? You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. * For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on
the day of Midian. ° For all the boots of the tramping warriors and
all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire
% For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ’ His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for
evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us
and we have seen His glory.

Alleluia!

Luke 2.1-14
" In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered.

* This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. * All went to their own towns to be registered.
* Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. °> He went to be registered
with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child.

® While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.

® In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. ° Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified.

' But the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid; for see - I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ' to you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. '* This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.'

" And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, ' 'Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!'

Post-communion

God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child
of Bethlehem: may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine
in our words and deeds; through him who is Christ the Lord.

Activities for the week

Today 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Wednesday 27th 9.30am NO SERVICE
Sunday 31st 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion

Please pray for all on our prayer list: Wendy and Eric; Simon and Keretha,
Pauline, Doreen, Dennis, Tracy, Rosemary, Dermot and anyone known to you.



